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A Vindication of a Letter from a Gentleman to a 

Member of Parliament concerning Toleration fm 
all the Cavils that have been advanced againſt it — 9 
| and the wilfull miſtakes about it. 2 


| Jerem. 18. 19, 20. Give heed fo me 0 LORD, = 12 to 7 
voyce of them that contend with me. Shall evil be recompenſed for : 
good? for they have digged à pit for my ſoul: remember that I ſtood 

before thee to / peak $004 1 _ and to turn away 85 wrath from 


q them. 
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have ſeen a Phamphlet Entituled Toleration Defended Cc. Whereby 
I underſtand the diſpute about Toleratron is degenerate unto a mere 
ſco!ding, on the fide of thoſe that Write for it: And as the Letter 2 
from a Gentleman to a Member of Parliament, was the firſt Paper 
that appeared in the Field againſt 7 oferation, ſo every one that have ſigni- 
fied their inclinations for it, in Print, have evidenced their Diffatisfaction 
with the Letter, and in my opinion that is all the evil they have done it. 
But neither doth the Letter, nor the Author much regard their Kindneſs, 
nor fear their Feud, fo long as the chaines of Providence do tye their 


Hands. But of all that have Written none appears more highly offended 
with that Letter, than the Author of the Defence, nor has any touched 
the Reaſons of it leſs than he, 12 55 1 


Page 1. He pretends to diſcover ſome falſpoods and groß miflakes which the _ 4 
Author of the Letter obtrudes upon the World for Truth and Rraſen, but has he 
done it ? No indeed, yea he can do nothing that way, unleſs ye take his 
bare Word, and bold Aſſertions for Demonſtration ; and then he knows 
well how to Anſwer all Papers. However, I preſume that neither he, nor 
any for him, ſhall ever be able to diſcover Falſhoods, and grofs Miſtakes 
in that Lerteer, and that all ſerious and ſenſible Men will look upon what 
z contained in it, as Truth and Reaſon; | much doubt it our Author has 
> advanced any one Truth in matters of Fact, and l am very confident he 


| has fallen in the groſſeſt Miſtakes in point of judgement, as afterwards 
| ſhall be obſerved. i 
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New. 1 Page 1, By his Definition of Schiſm, all are Schiſmaticks that 
ſeparate from any part of the Catholick Church, where the Terms of 
Communion are not Sinful, now granting it to be ſo: Our Reformers were 
not Sebhiſmtieks (as he feems to inſinuate, Pretendmg that we cannot free 
them from that ſtain) in ſeparating. from the Church of Rome, for 1. hope 
Prelatiſts will not deny that the Terms of that Churches Communion were 
and are Sinful. And if there was no Schiſm nor Divifion in this Church 
before the 66. as the Author of the Caſe, the Author of the Defence, and 
= . the Plain Dealer tells us, and | am ſure there was no Schiſm in it before 
dhe 62. Then by this Dehuition of Schiſm, all that ſeparate from the pre- 
: of ſent Eftabliſhed Church are condemned as Schiſmaticks by our Author. 
BB = Rem. 2 p. 2. In his Deſcription of a Church he would have the World 
8 believe that no Society of Chriſtians can be reckoned a part of the 


= - by Prelats: And thus he condemns all the Reformed Churches Abroad 
and at Home; ſome very few excepted, as companies of Fagans among 
= - whom there is no Baptiſm, no Sacra nents, no Salvation to be expe&ed, 
and no he will {end all to Hell by the lump, that have not Prelats actual. 
Iy Eftablihed among them, yea ſo extravagant is this Gentleman, that he 

will have the Ordination of Paſtors by Prelats, by an uninterrupted Suc- 
cefhion from the Apoſtles, neceſſary to the Being of a Church, for beſide 


That Epiſcopacy is an Apoſtolick inſtitution (by which he means Prelacy 
no doubt) and not only neceſſary to the well-being, but even to the very 
heeing of a Church; eur Author is high enough here in his Aſſertions, but 
=: blefled be God, he was never born that could give the leaſt ſhadow of 
proof for what is here ſaid, and if this were true, I am confident there is 
not any Society of Men under Heaven, that could be reckoned a Chriſtian 
Church, ſor it is ſimply impoſſible to prove a lineal and uninterrupted Suc- 
cCcCeeſſion of Prelats and Paſtors canonically Ordained (as he terms it) in any 
* ene Church: For if in the days of Euſebius this of lineal Succeſſion was fo 
uncertain, it muſt be much more ſo now, it being above 1200 Years 
fince.he Wrote, and yet this Author ingenuoufly confeſſeth after all the 
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* ö Fer! den d vgray Edi vl: rue ͤ CU iy very & prides uTtiy Ce. But how many, or 
: bu. lil. arho were the true Succefſors of the £poſiles, and thought ſuffi cent to Govern the 
= 3: >. 4.Churches founded by them is hard to ſay, exceptmg thoſe which perhaps ſawie one 


5 may gather out of the Writings of the Apoſile Paul. And I am confident, none 


. Catholick Church and Body of Chrift, if their Miniſters are not Ordaincd 


= what he ſays in the Definition of a Church in that ſame page he adds, 


conjectures that he makes concerning the Succeſſuurs of the Apoliles 


= will have the impudence to pretend that Catalogues of Prelats are contain'd 
in the Scriptures, and therefor according to Euſcbins, there is no thing cer- 
e 5 464d 220 f i ; . 
1 8 | x tain 


rain about them. Its plain alſo trom ferems Epiſtle ad Euagr. that for 
235 Years the Church of Alexandria had no ſuch Prelatical Ordination as 


this vain Man doth pretend, the Presbyters of that Church choiſed one of 


their own Number, and made him Preſident or Moderator, and when he 
dyed they choiſed another in his room, others alſo beſides Ferom give us 
this account of that Famous Church. And yet our Author will render the 
Salvation of Men to depend upon this uncertainty, And if rhe Prelats of 


any Society cannot prove their lineal and. uninterrupted Succeſſion from the 
Apoſtles, that Society cannot be reckoned a Church, and ſecing this can- 
not poſſibly be done, it's a queftion with our Author whether it be poli- 
ſible tor Men of any particular Society to be Saved, ſeeing according to his 
Principles, it is impoſſible to prove any one particular Society to be a Chri- 
ſtian Church, and for my part I cannot conceive how any Man can he 
Saved without the pale of the Catholick Church, and who is not a Mem- 
of the myCical Body of Chriſt, Doth not the Scripture ſay, that there is 
no Name given under Heaven among Men by which we can be Saved, 


but the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, And now ſceing ſuch hard and dreadful con- 


ſequences follow from the pokttions of tais unwary Man, ] hope his word 
ſhall not be taken as a ſufficient proof. | 1 

Kem. 3. p. 3. He alledges that Presbyterians require the renouncing of 
Epiſcopacy as an unlawful Uſurpation over the Church, as a term ne quo 
non of their Communion, trom whence no doubt he inferrs Men of Prela- 
tical Principles cannot join, but this we reckon among the reſt of theſe im- 
pudent Falſhoods wherewith his whole Book is Kufted, And then he tells 
us the validity of Presbyterian Ordination is doubted, pray who queſtions 
Presbyterian Ordination, but the Church of Rome, and ſome in England, 


and how often has Presbyterian Ordination been powerfully, and irrefra- 


gably proven againſt the Romiſh Writers, and even by eminent Prelats of the 
Engliſp Church, yea Sporſwood in his Hiſtory gives us an account that in a 
Convocation of Engli⸗ Biſnops, when he and his Fellows were to be Conſe- 
crate at London, the Biſhop of Ely moved whether or not they ſhould be 
firſt Ordained Presbyters, but all held that Presbyterian Ordination was 


9 Valid where Prelats could not be bad. Dr. Andrews acquieſced & c. 


Kem. 4. p. 4. He will have us guilty of an unreaſonable Schiſm, and 
confequently without the hopes of Salvation as being cut off from the true 
Church of God, and compares ſubmiſſion to the Eſtabliſhed Church, to a 
bowing the Knee to Baal. He will ſtill pretend that ſinful terms of Com- 
munion are impoſed, and to prove this he enumerates: a great many parti- 


culars in the foregoing page, and I am contident there is not any one of 
tele particulars he ſpeaks of made a term of Communion, but as I ſaid 
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defyance to condeſcend upon any penal Law againſt Prelatical Perſons. And 


as for the hard uſage of ſome particular perſons he fpeaks of, they that 
| know the circumſtances can beſt Defend them. 4 


Neem. 5. p. 7. He pretends Presbyterians o 


luna? Will he pretend that Arminian Errors were introduced by Presby - 


| terians? Deiſm or the like? Nay, theſe have been introduced by Men of 


another ſtamp. He adds theſe milchjefs can never be amended fo long as 


this Schiſm lafts, here the Gentleman intimats bis deſire and mclination to 


ruine Presbyterians, and by calling them Schiſmaticks he would have all 
Mien judge it their duty to bear them down.” „ 

Rem. 6. p. 8. He deals plainly and tells us, if a Toleration be granted they 
will have their own Prelats to Inſpeft them, that the Claim of Right doth rot 
medle with the Intranfick power of the Church, that he needs not tell the Author 


of the Letter that his Argument from the landing Laws and Clam of Right us 


nought, becauſe ene Parliament may alter, yea and reſcind what was done by ano- 
ther. 1 am of opinion this is a bold Adventure againſt the Claim of Right, 

and yet I think the weakneſs of the Authors Head, ſhould prove a ſecuri- 
ty for his Neck. And I heartily wiſh the Lord may change his Heart, 
and awaken his Conſcience. wy 


It had fared the better with Presbyterians, let our Author pretend what 


he will, if Parliaments had not altered the Laws in favours ot the Presby- 
terian Government made at, and after the Reformation, yea and for the 
whole Nation too. For then ſhould we never been plagued with Prela- 
cy, then ſhould we have been tree of much Perjury and Ferfecution which 


drave to Inteſtine Wars, aud unaccountable Murthers. I underſtand the 


Author of the Letter is not a ſtranger to what is written in defence of 
Engliſh Conformity, nor yet to what is written in defence of Eng/zſh Non- 
conformity, and many eminent Men of the Church of England, and par- 
ticularly the Learned Dr. Burnet in their writings acknowledge the blame 
is not to be laid at the door of the Diſſenters, and if this Gentleman would 
be pleaſed to read Mr. Owen and Mr. Baxters Books, in defevce of Non. 
Conformity, not to ſpeak of others, he would ſee what might ſerve to ſa- 


tisfy any Man. But what needs me adviſe this Author, for he has a pe- 


caliar Talent (and it were good it were only peculiar -ro him) to ſpeak 
and to write whatever he will, true or falſe, againſt Presbyterians, without 


taking the leaſt notice of what is written for them, and he thinks his 


word is a ſufficient proof of the worſt things that can be ſaid againſt 


Rem. 7. 


before, he hardly ſpeaks any one . in his whole Pamphlet, I bid him 
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| pened a door to a deludge 4 
of Errours Cc. in the days of King Charles 18, Pray what Errors in Scot- 


F Rem.7. page 11. He pretends the Autnor of the Letter raiſes an Obje« 


to it. O! Wo 
the Letter where this Objection is abundantly Anſwered. page 9. 


Aion, wit. Preilyterians had a Toleration granted them, and why ſhould net 4 
Toleration be granted to the Prelarifts, but that he ſhitted and gave no Anſwer 
Wonderful, after this he may ſay any thing, but 1 appcal to 


He pretends they were not required to renounce his Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, uli the State found it be the Argument of their Rebellion, and all the San- 


gumar) Laws of which they ſo much complain were nothing elſe but the F Fects 
of their own Rebellion and Wicked practices agamfl the King and Government, 1 


would only ask if the Presbyrerians, or any under that name were guilty of 
Rebellion, or ſo much as charged with it, after King Charles came home, 


before the 1662, and yet by the 5% Act Parl. 1. Sefſ. 2, Anne 1662, They 


were required to Renounce the Solemn Covenants, Which King, Parliament, 
yea and the whole Nation had entered into with God, and how the Inſur- 
rection, or Rebellion call it as you will, at Paintland- Hill: in the 1666 could 
be the cauſe of enact tog, and requiring the Renunciation of thefe Solemn 
Covenants in the year 1662, is ſomewhat myſterious to me, tho? not to the 


Author, conſidering his peculiar Talent of ſaying what he will: And 
whereas he pretendsall the Sanguinary Laws were the Effects of their Re- 


bellious and Wicked practices z Upon the contrary it may be juſtly ſaid, the 


violent Perſecutions. and horrid Oppreſſions they met with when they were 
moſt peaceable and quiet, were the cauſe of all the Extravagancies that ſome 


were guilty of, for Oppreſſion will make, ven Wiſe Men, Mad. But to in- 
ſiſt a little upon this, Was it a Rebellious practice for Presbyterians to abſent 
from their Paroch Kirks where Prelatical Miniſters were violently ſettled, 


and yet even for this, exorbitant Fines were exacted, and ſuch corporal 


pains inflicted as the Council judged neceſſary Cha. 2. Parl. 1. Sef. 3. (h. 1. 
Yea and if they ſhould continue ſo to withdraw the Council were impowered 
to make them ſigu a Bond which if they refuſed to do, they were to be ſe< 
cured, or Baniſhed, or amit to the King their Liferent E'icheat. Ch. 2. Part. 
2. Sef. 2. ch. 7. and if this was Rebellion in Presbyterians then, we have 
many Rebels now, but no ſuch Laws, private Meetings in Houſes under the 
pretence of Religious Exerciſe diſcharged. Ch. 2. Parl. 1. S.. 2. ch. 4. It 
is Enacted that no Minifter not Licenced by the Council or the Biſhop 
Preach Expound Scripture, or Pray in any Meeting, except in their own 
Houles, and to thoſe of their own Family only, and great Fines impoſed 


upon the Miniſter or the Hearers, that tranſgreſs this Act, and all of tł em 


to be Impriſoned till they make pay ment. Again if a Miniſter preach or 


pray at iield · meetinę, or where there may be moe than the Houſe con- 


rains he ſhall be puniſhed with Death, and loofe his Goods beſide, the In- | 


former 


4 
* 
* 
* 
i 
1& 
1 
2 
7. 
= 
* 
hs 
F 
„ * 
* 
„ 
A, 
” 
2 
2 
A 
be, 
oy 
© 
. 
a 
©, 298 
2 
by. 
i 
SS 
. 
3 
3 
4 
= 
BY 
5 
* FA * 
+ i 
7 
"o_ 
* - 
4 
1 
1 * 7 
Wu? 
"I 
71 
n 
= 
LY © 
A o 
* 
3. 
x 
, 
N 
"> 
v7 
* 
* 
* ” 
= 
F 
* 
. 
* 
e 
* 
3 
2 
"a. 
„ 
— 
wy EL 
15 * 
2 
* C F 
: = 
— 
©) 
v 
+ 8 
Pa 4. 
Wa 
* 
* 
4 1 
K 
Ty 


4 
* 
* 
* 
1 
, 
2 
* 
2 
3 


10 WY 
- N * 
. 8 x +. 
1 * WT VP 
c 9 
* % 


dee SH ora tC i oor} Ft GE AE GA 
Fr F r 
2 4 g * od 


2 * R 5 ; 
ew * 2 5 * 5 


— = _ 

ö 9 * RRR * © HY * N — 4 Ten ns N * c tal SEAM A th tio is F * * * * , 
wr As ee ö . , ·¹AAr˙ . ¾˙àUQ. rs TIE S- N N RR . N ie 
e Fg 4 2 bh * K 3 5 . * CI * v i * 3 y * . q : 1 * 4 1 * 

* BS ee ; ; * e . * NN - * 0 3 - 
ny * 18 g 
* © þ b N 
* 8 3 6 
p * ww 
— 
w * 


8 8 - 2X \ * 8 «KL 9 < 
* 82 44 OS 8 7 | 


former is to have 500 Merit, and all the Hearers are to be exorbitantly 
Fined Ch. 2. Parl. 2. Seſſ. 2, ch. 5. Preaching in Houſe or Field Conven- 
ticles and preſence for hearing at Field Conventicles to be punifhed by 
Death and Confiſcation, 74. 7. Parl. 1. ch. 8. And as for the Rigid Execut- 
ion of the Sanguinary Laws we have . many Thouſands of living Wit- 
neſſes, yea for as cruel as they were, ſuch was. the Cruelty of the Execu- 
tors, that where it was poſſible they went beyond them. Many inſtances of 
which might be condeſcended on, And it's well enough known that peor 
Women were Executed in the Graſs:mercar, ſure it was not for riſing in 
Arms againſt the King, others of them were tyed to Stakes within Flood 
mark, til! rhe Sea came up and drowned them, and this without any ferm 
or proceſs of Law, how many were by the Souldiers taken up by the way, 
or while they were about heir Employments Examined upon this and the 
other head, and if the Common Souldiers were not ſatisfied with their An- 
ſwers, they Shot them Dead upon the Spot, how many Worthy Gentlemen 
were Fined, even above the value of their Fortunes, merely becauſe a Pres- 
byterian Miniſter Preached or Praycd in their Families, yea the? the Gentle- 
men obſerved the Law themſelves, if their Ladies, tho never ſo privatly 
went to hear a Presbyterian Minitier, their Husbands were harraſſed and bro- 
ken', and even in Edinburgh, what diligent ſearch was made to find out 
Presbyterian Meetings by Major Yohnfleun and others, and how cruelly 
were the poor people handled. that were tound at them, was not the High- 
land-Hoſt brought down upon the Weſt when theſe places were 
moſt quiet and peaceable, and notwithſtanding that the Nobility and Gentry 
offered the beſt ſecurities to rhe Government, that the peace ſhould be kept, 
and what plunderings and horrid Abuſes thoſe Highlanders committed are 
well known, yea this Oppreſſion was ſo heavy, that the Spirits of the people 
could not bear it, and the deſign of the Adviſers could never yet be learned, 
unleſs it was to force a Rebellion that they might find an opportunity to 
cut them off at once, and to turn the Weft of Scetland into an Hunting field, 
Now after all this with the Author of the Defence to enquire, did ever 4 
peaceble Alan upon the account of his Perſwaſpon meet wuh Trouble? 
And alſo with him and others to aſſert, that their Rebellious and Withed 

' praffices were the cauſe of the Sangumary Laws, and that they all ſuffered 
as Rebels and Traitors is ſtrange to a wonder, it ſeeins they have borrowed Im- 
pudence from thoſe Popiſh Writers that deny the Mailacre of Paris by 
Charles the gth, and that of Ireland in the daycs of King Cha. the 14, yea 
_ thoſe who now take upon them to deny the Sufferings of the Church of Score 
land, ſtand not in their ordinary Diſcourſes to magnify and to defend the 
French King, and to deny the Ferſecution and Dragooning, whereby that 
2 | | Once 
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once famous proteſtant Church has been overturned by him: And thus by 


1 % 


telling one Irhpudent Falſehood they are hardened and prepared to vent an 


| othek. | | 


I can find no Evaſion for them, unleſs they pretend their practices were 
Rebelliousand Wicked, wiz. theifFreaching and Praying tho? never ſo pri- 
vatſy, becauſe they were contrary to the ftanding Laws. Now if an Act of 
Parliament or a mere Civil Conſtitution in a Nation be {ſufficient to make a 


Deed Rebellious, Treaſonable or Wicked, then it will neceſſarly follow the 


Chriſtian Religion never had a Martyr. The Apoſtles were Rebels, and Trai- 
tors, and dyed deſervedly, for tranſgreſſing the Commands of the Superior 


powers, and it was a moſt Impudent and Rebellious Saying of Peter and the 


other Apoſtle, Acts 5 29. We eught to ebry God, rather than Man, the 
Prophet Daniel was an obſtinate Rebel, in Praying thrice a Day in his Houſe, 


and was juſtly thrown into the Lyons Den for that wicked Deed, the King 


having commanded the contrary, the Three Children were juſtly thrown 
into the Firy Furnace, ſeeing at the Kings command they did not fall down 
to Worſtip the image he had ſet up, But let Men rant and rave as they 
will, God was pleaſed in his Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, to 
bring his people in Scotland into the Furnace of Affliction, yet did not de- 
fert them in it, the Son of Ged, who was alſo the Son of Man, was in. the 
Furnace with them to keep them from Fainting, and by his Omnipotent 


Arm, and for His oan Names ſake hath brought them forth, and ſet them in 


Safety. and O that the various Diſpenſations of Gods Providence towards 
them may help them to cleave to God, and improve the preſent priviledges 


to his Honour, that God may not be provoked to hide His Face, to reduce 


them to ſtraits, and ſtrengthen the Hands of the Adverfaties againſt them 
whoſe tender Mercies are Cruelty, and look upon all they formerly ſuffered 
as julily inflicted, yea ſuch is the Enity of their Hearts, eſpecially of our 


Authors, that he will not allow the Hard{hip theymet with, to be called 


by the Name of Suffering, their Preaching, or Fray ing forſooth, tho? never 
lo privately deſerved the ſevereſt Death and Torture according te him, fo 
that we well know what we may expect from him, and Men of his Kid- 
ney, had they the World at their will, yea he tells us, it Prelacy be 
reſtored, Presbyterians may Rebell, and yet miſcarry, as at Pestland- Hiils 


and Bothmei briage, many of them may be killed Dead uper: the ſpot, Pres- 


byterian Minifters may dye on Scaffolds, the People that follow them may 


be chrown into Jailes, put into the Baſs, and ſent into Dunottar. And 
then concludes & ergo quid. | | 


Rem · 8. page 12. The Bloody Murthers he there ſpeaks of were horrid 
indeed. and thoſe that committed them deſerved Death, but bow the wick- 
| | ed } 
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ed Deeds of thoſe few tan be charged upon all that are called Presbyterian 1 
do not underſtand. My Lord Arch Biſhop of Jerk had actually a command 
under the Parliament againſt King Charles the 10. Ergo, All the Prelftes and 


Prelatical perſons in England and Scotland were actually in Arms againſt that 


King, Gordon Elect Biſhop of Galloway turned Popiſh, as Kue, Dalgley 


| 8 | and Taylor, Three Prelatical Miniſters turned Popiſh in the Reign of King 


James the 7th. Ergo, All the Prelates, and all Prelatical perfons 'turned Po. 
pifh and went to Maſs, all which to the great Reproach of Chriſtianity they 


did avowedly, and is as aggrceable to their principles, as is natural for the 


ſhadow to attend the Body: Is net this curious Logick, and a notable 
method of arguing, and thus you have a Swatch of this Gentlemans skill that 
way, and in his own worde. „ 
|. Rem, g page 13. He charges the Author of the Letter of Malice and 
Calumny, becauſe he had ſaid thoſe who had taken the Teſt, and do own 
the Civil Government are bound likewayes to own the Presbyterian Go- 
vernment under the pain of perjury, the Author of the Letter in ſaying ſo, 
ſaid a Truth, and gave an unanſwerable Argument for it, and it is not this 


- , Gentleinans Calling that Argument a Sophilm and his Wheedleing with 
an Act of Council, and his coming with a prime, a 240, and a 3 uo. inſtead 


of a formal Anſwer, that will do the Buſineſs, let any Judicious Man ſeri- 
_oully conſider what is ſaid in the Letter, and alſo what is ſaid in the Caſe, 
and | am confident he will find the charge of perjury juſt, as the Author of 
the Letter intended it, N 


Rem. 10. page 14 But tells us plainly faith our Author are all Presbyte- 


Tians ſo very well ſatisfied with the Civil Eſtabliſhment, as you ſeem in 
your Charge againſt. the Epiſcopalians to inſinuate, and I do tell them plain- 
ly, all the Presbyterians I know, and | have no ground to Jealous any one of 
them, are very well ſatisfied with the Civil Eſtabliſhment, and the Acts 
aſſertory that lately paſſed in the ſeveral Synods are fo far from ſmelling 
rankly of Diſſatisfaction, that all of them | have ſeen bear pregnant proofs 


the ill Mind of thoſe. that are neither pleaſed with the Ecclefiaſtick, or Ci- 
vil Eftabliſhment that improves the as our Author here doth. But to ſto 

his Mouth, as well as to filence all others, this may be ſufficient, that ſome 
| Synods and Presbytries paſſed Acts of that Nature, and to the very ſame 
purpoſe ſome Four or Five years agoe, and how theſe ſhould import no 
Jealouſy of K. V. and yet that thoſe do Import 4 Jealouſy of Quecn Ann, 
can only be cleared by a perſon of our Authors Talenc that can infer 3uidli- 
lee ex juslihet: And as for the Presbytry of Roſs their refuſing to 
qualify, it is not upon the account ot diſaffection, or diſſatisfaction * 


— 


of hearty concern for Her Majeſties perſon and Government, and it is but 


Ts E 11 
the Civil Eſtabliſhment, they did not quality to X. V. And yet went with- 


out ſuſpicion, ſo that this Author aſſigus non cu. pro cauſe. But then he tells 


us that there is no people under the Sun that uſe to exprels themſelves more 


equivocally in Praying for the Queen than the Presbyterians. O brave Man! 


If this had been his firſt miſtake it might have been pardoned, and he might 


have been recovered, but having acquired an habite of ſpeaking at this rate, 


I am afraid he is paſt hopes, did he ever hear a Presbyterian expreſs him- 
ſelf equivocally in Praying for the Queen? Did ever Man hear them do fo ? 
Yea is it poſſible to be more expreſs and full than Presbyterians are in Praying 
for Her Majeſty, and that with all Fervour and Aﬀection, and therefore the 


Oath of Calumny he ſpeaks of is enly uſed by him as a ſhift when he was 


told of the abominable jugleing ef the Mceting-Houſes- Preachers, But enough 


of this already in the Letter, and in the Remarks upon the Caſe, To 


which I refer the Reader, 5 | 
Rem. II. page 15. Do Presbyterians generally diſowa King Charles 


Death to be a Murther, and will none of them dow their Knee to God 


upon that account and doth the Author of the Letter know this yery well ? 


whatever the Author of the Letter knows, 1 am ſurel know the Author of 


the Defence ſo very well, that | ſhall never beleive a word that he ſpeaks, 
becauſe he ſpeaks it, and I bid him and all Men dchance to name me any 
one Presby terian, far leſs a Presbyterian Miniſter, that looks not upon the 
Death of King Charles the Firſt as a Horrid Murthcr, I am very ſure the 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland at the time declared it an Horrid 
Murther, the Presbyterian Miniſters faithfully and boldly gave in their Re- 
monſtrance againſt Olwer Cromwe/s proceedings, the whole Body of Pres- 
byterians in Scotland joined with King Charles the 2d. Yea and the Miniſtry 
put forth a Regiment upon the ir own Expence to aſſiſt the King in Reveng- 
ing the Murther of his Father, and to bring the Arch-Murtherer Cromwel and 
his Adherents to condign puniſhment, But alas, becauſe of our Sins that 
work proved too hard for them, however this may ſerve to make the Ac- 
cuſer Bluſh if he be capable of it. And in fine the treatment the Scors Com- 


miſſioners met with for their Love and Loyalty to their King at that time, 


is abundantly known, both Ab dad and at Home. 


* 


Rem. 12. page 16. He needs not tell us of Biſhop Kings Books concerning 


Humane Inventions in the Worſhip of God, for | know it, and in my 


Opinion, it falls far ſhort of its deſign, it ever any Book had that misfortune, 
and for proof of this, I refer the Reader to the Books written in Anſwer 


to it, by Mr. Boyer, and Mr. Craig head, and in the mean time, it looks like 
a Paradox to pretend the Enęliſß Ceremonies are indifferent, and yet to de- 
ny them to be of Humane Inſtitution. As for our Leaned and Ingenuous Au- 
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( 12) 
the judicious Reader, will find the Foundations on which they are built re- 
moved by what is advanced in this paper, as well as in the Remarks upon the 
Caſe & c. And if the Reverend Mr, Meldrum (hall find ſo much ipare time, 
and think it worth his pains, he may eaſily give them a more particular, 


and full conſideration, if it be judged neceſſary, tho' in my Opinion, it 


would be but too much reſpect payed the Author, for ſuch an one as Mr. 
Meldrum to take notice of what the Author hath written againſt him. 
L have ſeen a bamphlet Entituled, Some Thoughts on the preſent flate of Af. 
fur, Ec. In the latter part of which., page to, he owns that ve 5 lutle (cen 
in the preſent controverſie between our Charch-men, Andif he had ſaid nothing. 
oſ it, in my Opinion, it had been no prejudice to his Reputation, for it hath 
happened to him as is uſual to thoſe that are led by Affection, and not by 
Judgement. He expreſſeth a concern for the Fundamentals of Religion, 
but is of Opinion, it is not neceſſary for a Gentleman to concern himlclt for 
lefler Truths, | am ſure, this Gentleman is not of the Judgement of the 
Royal Pſalmiſt, 7 ſal. 119. 6. v. Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I haue re- 
ſpelt to all thy Commandments, (mall and great, Fundamental or not. It 
ſeems our Author has not conſidered that of the Apoſtle, Fames 2. 10. 
For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Lam, and yet offend in one point, be id guilty of 


\ 


all; Nor is he it ſeems afraid of the Curſe denounced, Gel. 3. 10. Curſed 18 


' every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the Book of the Law 
to do them; And yet every one that hath the leaft true Knowledge of 
Religion muſt own, that there are many things written in the 
Scriptures that cannot be 1eckoned Fundamentals of Religion. But that the 
matter may be the more fully underſtood, I would change the diſtinction of 
Fundamental and Non- Fundamental Truths, for that which equivalent, 
viz. Eſſential aud Integral parts of the Body of Religion, and now if this 
Gentleman were no more tender of his Natural Body, than he ſeems to be 
for the Body ot Religion, he would not be much concerned, if one ſhould 
cut off his Hand, or; pull out his Ears, becauſe theſe are but Integral parts 
of the Body, and a Man may ſubſiſt without them. But he would be highly 


offended it one ſhould cut off of his Head, or pull out his Heart for theſe 
are Eflentia) parts, and the removal of them infers preſent Death. I will 


not ſay the Author is ſo very tender and careful to keep his Body as he ought 
but yet | eaſily beleive, his concern for it goes ſomewhat . beyond this. 


However our Author was reſolved to Write, and being ſtraitned to find 


new Thoughts there being ſo much Preached, ſpoke, and written on this 
ſubject, neceſſity obliged him to lay bold on this, which would not other - 
ways perhaps have been his choice. And ſeing taen neceſſity drave him to 


— 


thors, Learned and Ingenious obſerves on Mr. Aeldrum- germon, I ſuppoſe, 
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it, if he has got any relief by it, it is the more excuſable, but I find he is no 
more ſingular in his thoughts than partial in his qudgement, aud it muſt be 
reckoned unfair in any Man to take upon liim to ap prove of the Writings of 
the Prelatiſts for their Calmneis of Temper, and ccndemn thoſe ot the 
Presbyterians as full of Malice, Spite, Strife, and bitter Railing without 
pointing out particulars for the proof of ſuch a general aud heavy charge. 


am certain if he had declared the = contrary, he had ſpoke Truth but 


this Gentleman being neceſſitated to Write, and reſolved on it, but not 
finding Leaſure to Read what has been been written, either by the Prela- 


tiſts. or by the Presbyterians, it ſeems he has proceeded merely upon Hear- 


ſay, and his Informers being byaſſed have miſled him, and this J more 
firmly beleive becauſe he tells us, to uſe his own words, he u very litle ſeen in the 


Debate, and that he judgeth it not neceſſary for a Gentleman to acquaint : 
himſelf with it, it ſeems indeed this Author is not for Nereito ſerve him 

in his own Terms, he uſes a latitude, and in his Rambleings perhaps he has 
received a Rub from ſome preciſe Conſtable or other, and thus finding the 
Effects of a ſtrict Government, he crys out, let us break their Bands aſunder, 


and caſt away their Cords from us. It ſeems indeed our Author has been in 
ſtraits, for he hath advanced nothing new upon this head, but what | have 
already conſidered, and therefore I refer the Reader to former Papers and 
Anſwers fer ſatisfaction. There is only one thing that this Gentleman 
and others of his Diſpoſition have much harped upon, and tho? the Argu- 


ment be navght, as is clearly evinced in the Anſwer to the Poſtſeript of the 


Caſe, yet for further ſatisfaction, I ſhall a litle inform the Reader with reſpect 
to Matter of Fact, they pretend there were but Fourty Miniſters or Fifty at 
molt that were put from their Charges ſince the 62 alive, at the Revoluti- 


don, and yet it is certain there were above go, if not a full 100 of them, and 


their Names can be particularly condeſcended on, and a great Number alſo 
of thoſe whom they had received into Miniſterial Communion with them 
ſelves, even during the time of their ſevereſt Tryals, as well as under King 
a. his Liberty, and all theſe had as good a Right to the Government, as 
the ſurviving Miniſters aboveſaid had, and in the Year 1690. the Aſſembly 
was near as full, as any Afſembly fince that time, and for the Age, Piety, 


| Learning, Prudence and Gravity of the Members it is much to be doubted- 
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Nation againſt Toleration in our preſent circumſtances, is ſo ſtrong aud 


if they were not equal, if not Superiour to any Aſſembly, or convocation of 
Church men that ever were in Brutain in our Day. 1 
I obſerve that according to that of Solomon of making many Books there 


is no end, and that what is offered by the Well - wiſhers of the Church and Rees 


A. 15 


nervous, that notwithſtanding of all the attempts of the promoters and 
B 2 deſirers 
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deſirers of it, there is not any one Argument advanced in the Letter, or in 
the Speech wuhout Doors, or in the Eſſay, that has received any ſolid Anſwer, 


however that ſet of Men know they have a People to deal with, ſo ad- 
dicted to a Jacobite-Intereſt, and to a Licentious way of Living, that 


7 they will greedily receive every thing ſpoken, or written, againſt the pre- 


ſent Eſtabliſhed Church, tho' never ſo ſtrange and contrary to Reaſon, 
they perlwade themſelves thoſe their blind and implicite Followers will read 
their Books, and believe what they ſay without fo much as ever conſider- 


ing what is ſaid againſt them, and therefor it is that every Paper muſt 


have an Anſwer, and Papers muſt be multiplied, and the fame thing writ- 
ten over and over again, as if by often repeating the ſame thing, they de- 
fign to gain Credit to what they ſay, tho never fo unjuſt and contrary to 
the common Senſe and Sentiments of all judicious thinking Men. I am 
much convinced of all this by a Pamphlet lately fallen into my hand, called 
Plam Dealing with the Presbyterians & c. | have read it over, and J do be- 
lle ve there is not one new Argument in it all, yea there is nothing in it 


that hath the leaſt relation to the preſent debate, but has been Anſwered f 


or obviated again and again, particularly in the Remarks upon the Caſe, and in 
the ſecond Letter ſrom a Gentleman to a Member of Parliament, and altho both 
theſe were abroad, and the laſt of them a Fourtnight before our Author 
expoſed himſelf, and his od and berrowed thoughts in a new dreſs to the 
World. Yet he kas not been at leaſure to take any notice of what is con- 


2 tain'd in thoſe Papers. He was reſolved to write, and finding that which is 
contained in the ſecond Letter, and in- the Remarks upon the Cale, eſpeci- 


ally with reſpect to the pretended Grounds and Reaſons, why the Mini- 


ſters and People of his perſwaſion cannot join with the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


to be too hard for him, he learned a trick from his fellow writters to ſet his 


thumb upon it, and with confidence to utter his fond conceits, as if forſooth © 
they had never been heard of before, and if this be Plan Dealing, let the 


World judge. Butmore of this hereafter. 
Rem. 1. p. 3. He charges the Presbyterians with malice, and of tellin 


a long train of falſe Stories and miſchievous Inventions to the Members of 
Parliament. How comes our Author to know this, is it plain de alas to | 


advance a Charge ſo heavy and general againſt Men, without condeſcend- 
ing on particulars, but the firlt, any Man of a bad diſpoſition may do, but 


as for the laſt, condeſcend on particulars, no Man can do, and theretor 
this Plain- Dealer has done what he could, and thinks he ought not to be 
blamed for not doing what was impoſſible. As for what has been ſpoke _ 

from the Pulpit, when this Plan- Dealer condeſcends on particulars, he 
may expect a particular Anfwer. And as for what is contained in the 
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Threefold Cord, I am noi much conecrned, if there be any thing ſingular 
there, let the Author look to it. Again in the ſame page he will have Pres- 
byterians ro be paztial and diſingenuous, and that becauſe they were fo 
great Advocats for a Toleration ſome Years ago, but do bitterly oppoſe it at 
this time. I peremptorly refuſe that Presbyterians were Advocats, or did 
plead for a Toleration in King Fame, his time, as he pretends, that Tole- 
ration came unexpectedly, and out of no good will to Presbyteriims, it 
was a favour deſigned for Papiſts, but Presbyterians who Preached at their 
peril before, might have been reckoned mad - men if they had given it over 
becauſe they might do it without hazard, and the freedome to Papiſts made 
their Preaching moe neceſſary, Altho this Plun-Dealer and I cannot 
agree about the deſcription of a Church (for which 1 have given unan- 
ſwereable Arguments already, and I would have all Men to judge them ſo, 
until the contrary be made appear) yet I heartily agree with him as to the 


nature of Schilm, as well as with the Author of the Defence, wiz. To ſe- 


parate from a duely Conſtitute Church where nothing unlawful is required 
as a condition of Communion with it, is to be guilty of Schiſm. (aud 1 
add) But to ſeparate from the preſent Eſtabliſhed Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland, is to ſeparate from a Church duely Conſtitute, where nothing un- 
lawful is required, as a condition of Communion, and therefor thoſe that 
ſeparate from Her are guilty of Schiſm. According to our Plain-Dealer 
nothing in this Argument can be excepted againſt, ſave the Mmor, per- 
haps ſome will tell us our Church is not duely Conſtitute, becauſe we 
want Prelats: But then molt of the Reformed Churches are not duely 
Conſtituted, and this Popiſh pretence is ſo baffled by the Writers of the Re- 
formed Religion, and even by the F'clates of the Church of England them- 
ſelves, that till our Author or ſome for him, give a new Argument for that 
pretence, I will hold the cauſe yeelded, notwithſtanding of the poßitive, 


+ uncharitable, and unchriſtian, Aſſertions of ſome particular Men, driving 


particular Deſigns. I fay particular Men, becauſe no Reformed Church 


4 did ever yet judge any Church not ducly Conſtitute becauſe it wanted Pre- 


lates. But then this Plan- Dealer will pretend, the Church doth impoſe un- 


- lawful Terms of Communion,and therefor the Argument doth not conclude. 


I (hall Anſwer to this in General, Firſt that not only is the Church the 


_ Tame way Conſtitute as it was before the 62 but the Terms of Commu- 
nion with it, are as eaſy and condeſcending now, as then. Aud ſceing 

the Authors of the Caſe, and of the Defence, as well as this Plan- Dealer, 
do all acknowledge, there was no Schiſm in this Church before the 66. 
(and I will yeild there was none before the 62 } and the firft of theſe tells 
us plainly, that not withſtanding of all the changes with reſpett to Church. Govern, © 


ment 


—_ 


ment, the reſpefive parties held Communicn with one another, fill that time, It 
may appear pretty plain, that it 15 in vain to pretend, with the Plan-Dealer, 
p. 4 Tha neither their Clergy-men nor Lay-men, can in Conſcience hold Com- 
wa nion with the Eſtabliſhed Church, unleſs they have got a new light, but 
more particularly if thoſe particulars the Plaun- Dealer enumerats, p. 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8. As Terms of Communion required by the Church, be not requi- 
ed as Terms of Communion, whether they are ſinful or not, even accor- 
ding to his own way of ſpeaking, they ought nor to ſcruple the Prelatiſts, | 
and to ſpeak of them here, is ſo far from Plam-Dealing, that it is either 
Simple Dealing or diſingenuous Dealing, as being impertinent and beſide | 
the purpoſe, I ſhall conſider them one by one, tho' moſt if not all of them i 
were duely conſidered in the ſecond Letter and in the Peſiſcripe to the R- 
marks upon the Caſe, tho this Plan- Man cunningly carrys as if he had taken 
1 


no notice of it. And Firſt, He pretends their Clergy- men (as he calls 
them) cannot in Conſcience come up to the Terms of Miniſterial Com- 
munion. [1] *Becaule they require of Epiſcopal Miniſters whom they 
<* Aſſume, that they declare their grief and ſorrow for having ſerved under 
© Prelacy. 2. That the Kirk Government conſiſting of a party of Mini- 
< ſters and Ruling-Elders (whom he vainly calls Seculars) to be the only 
Government Inſtitute by Chriſt in Lis Church, and that they ſhall adhere 
b to it, all the days of their Life. [3] they require uniformity in their 
-< Worſhip as it is now Preached and Practiced, and falſly pretendeth there 
are ſome. neceſſary, if not eſſential parts of I ublick Worſhip caſt off, ſuch 
as the reading of the Holy Scriptures, the ſinging of the Doxology, the 
uſe of the Lords Prayer, that we deny Baptiſm to dying Infants that can« 
not be brought to Church, and the Sacrament of the Supper to a dying 
Chriſtian, ------ the Apoſtolick Creed muſt not be uſed at Baptiſm, Mini. 
ſters muſt not bow a knee to God for the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, and the 
| Acceptance of their Services when they enter the Pulpit, they muſt not 


ſtand at Prayer, or uncover the Head in time of Preaching, they muſt not 
kneel at the Lords Table, yea (ſays he) perbaps we muſt be bound to 
1 owne either expreſly or vertually, the very League and Covenant it ſelf, : 
for by an implicite Faith (as he falſly pretends) we muſt promiſe to con- 
form to whatſoever the Kirk {hall afterwards Authoriſe and Ordain. This 
is Plain Dealing with a Witneſs. It is well known, that many of the par- 
ticulars here enumerated, were excluded by the univerſal practice of pre- 
latical Minifters, even when Prelacy was Eſtabliſhed, and it is as plain, 
that theſe particulars that were net, are not unverſally excluded by the 
practice of Presbyterians now, a very few excepted. | am ſure the read- 
ing of the Scriptures is not excluded, nay nor yet the uſe of the Lords 
| - — Faycr 
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And 1 do aſſert, that where there was one Child Baptiſed out of the Church 
then there are ſix Baptiſed now: Yea this charge is 1» unjuſt, that altho, 


for 16, or 18, Years | obſerved the practice of Prelatica! Miniſters, I do 
not remember of any one Child Baptiſed by them out of the Church, and 
now few weeks paſs, but | know Children are Eaptiſed by Presbyterian Mi- 


niſters in the Houſes of their Parents. It's true Presbyterian Minuters are 


* Careful to have the face ot a Congregation preſent when they Baptiſe in 


private Houſes, and People are duely warned for that purpoſe generelly, 


tho in the North and particularly at Dundee, the Sacrament of Baptiſm 1s 
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ſometimes Adminiſtrate without that Solemnity, 1 abſtract now from 
_ conlidering either the Lawfalnels or Unlawfulneſs of things, and I plainly 
lay, That the commemoration of the Nativity, Circumciſion, Paſſion, 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion of our Lord, and the Deſcent of the Holy 
_ Ghoſt Cc. as well as the Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper to a dying 
- Chriſtian, were as litle known, or obſerved in Scotland in time of Epiſco- 
pacy, as in time of Presbytry, ſave that on Chrifimaſs-Day, in ſome parti- 
cular places, and under the Prelats Nole a Sermon was Pregched, and there 
as well as in the Country, Feaſting and Drinking and that to Exceſs, in 
many places was inuch in vogue. Iam ure I was Fourteen Years in the 
World, and that in a place where Men will ſay Prelacy is as much Idolized 
as in any place in Scetland, and | never heard tell of any Anniverſary Ser— 
mons, lave that of the 29 of Aa, nor yet of Baptiſing Children out of the 
Church, . or giving the Sacrament of the Supper to dying Perſons, yea and 
for ſeven Years after that, | am very ſure there was norhing of that na- 
tute uſually (if at all) practiſed there, It's folly to follow this Plamn- Dealer 
cloſs at the heells, it's certain Presbyterians either ftand or kneel in time of 
Prayer, and allow of no other Geſture to be ſo Decent, as alſo they judge 
it Decent to hear the Word Uncovered, when Intirmity and Weakneſs © 
pleadeth not for the contrary, whatever this Plan- Dealer may inſinuate, but 
to pretend that by an implicite Faith, they muſt promiſe to Conform to 
| whatſoever the Kirk ſhall afterwards Authoriſe and Ordain, is a peice of 
Plain- Dealing that | defire few may imitate, and in a word the whole of 


this is beſide the purpoſe : And theretore for a confutation I ſhall here ſet 
down the Terms required by the Aſſembly, of choſe that are received into 
Miniſterial Communion. 


cl 


Prayer univerſally; but to this black charge an Anſwer has been given al. 
ready. Vaptiſm is not retuſed to weak dyiag Infants that cannot be 
brought to Church, 1 very well remember the practice of Lrelatical 
Min ſters in this matter, and I as well know that of Presbyterians now; 
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i 41 Do ſincerely Fa * declare, The above Conſeſſion of 
Faith, approven by former General Aſſemblies of this Church and Rati- 
«fied by Law in the Year 1690, to be the Confeſſion of my Faith; And 
«that I own the Doctrine therein contained, to be the True Doctrine, 
which I will conſtantly adhere to; As likeways that I own and acknow- 
« ledge Presbyterian Church Govnrnment of this Church, now ſetled by 
Law, by Kirk-Seſſions, Presbytries, Provincial-Synods, and General- Al. 
ſemblies, To be the only Government of this Church, And that I will ſub- _ 
© mit thereto, concurr therewith, and never endeavour directly or indirealy - 
the Prejudice or Subverfion thereof; And that I ſhall obſerve Uniformity 
ot Worſhip, and of the Adminiſtration of all publick Ordinances within 
this Church, as the ſame are at preſent performed and allowed. 1 
And thus the Conditions required are neither Sinful nor Rigorous, and 
there is no neceſſtty laid upon them of holding a diftin&t Communion, and 
conſequently their Separation is cauſeleſs, and it would be adverted. that 
its pollible ſometimes to find Church Communion Lawful, where Mini- 
ſterial Communion cannot be had upon ſuch Lawful and eaſy Terms, and 
4 do hold that in this cafe Separation from Church Communion is Sinful, 
-and it's too ſelfiſn and baſe for Miniſters to attempt it, and confequently 
let the Terms of Miniſterial Commnnion be never ſo high, which yet 
they are not, if the Terms of Church Communion be eaſy and Lawful, . 
even to Men of Prelatical Principles, as they are indeed, the ſeparation cannot 
_ poſſibly be juſtified, Presbyterians are not ſo Phariſaical as to repreſent. 
themſelves the only Men of Conſcience in this Nation; I know there arc 
Cl Conſcientious Men Prelatical in their perſwaſion, that make no ſcruple of 
= Joining with the Eſtabliſhed Church. And this Plan- Dealer will prove 
more plain than Dutiful to his Superiours, ifheſh all reckon Selling flee, Burner, 
Uſher, and many others Learned, and Eminent Prelats, and even Cranmer 
| who dyed a Martyr for the Proteſtant Faith, Inconſcientious Men, and yet 
[by their principles would they be bound to hold Communion with a Pres- 
byterian Church. | . i 
bt © Rem. 2. P. 7. He pretends the People of his Perſwaſion, obſerve notable * 
Defects in the Presbyterian Workkip, and therefor are not ſatisfied in hold- 
ing Communion witk them. {1] 1 abſolutely refuſe that there are not- 
able Defects in the Presbyterian Worſhip, nor will ever any ſenfible Man 
pretend, that the publick reading of the Holy Scriptures with a gloſs after 
the Congregation is duely conſtitute. is a notable Defe& in Worſhip, as 
our Plain- Dealer alledgeth, but for a Man that hath no Orders nor Com- 
miſſion from Jeſus Chriſt, to read the Holy Scriptures before the Congrega- · 
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tion be conſtitute, if it be not a Defect, it is certainly a Novelty. And ; 
| | 1 . the 


| | / | 
the Scripture, our Author citeth 


. 

Ad, 1. 31. will not at all help him, 
the Apoſtle James and Biſhop of Jeruſalem as our Author pretends faith 
indeed Meſes of old time hath in every City them that Preach him, 
being Read in the Synagogue every Sabbath Day. Doth this in the leaſt 


juſtify the Prelatick practice? Surely not. Will he 


Read the Books of AMoſe, did not give the ſenſe of what they Read unto the 
People, Nay by all the Light Scripture affords, as well as the accounts we 
have of the Jew practice, and of the practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
its plain no publick Ordinance of God was performed till once the Con- 
gregation was duely conveened. And altho' the Reading of the Scriptures 
without a Gloſs may be well reckoned one of Gods publick Ordinances, 
yet its ſtrange to alledge that the adding of en Interpretation for the Edifi- 


perhaps, our Author may find it difficult to prove that any perſon not in 


pretend that A4. 
' ſes was Read in the Synagogue on the Sabbath by Men that had no Office, 
and before the Congregation was duely conveened, or that thoſe that 


cation of the People ſhould be reckoned a defect in that Ordmance, yea and 


Office, and who can pretend no Commiſſion from Chriſt has a right to per- 


form any of Chriſts publick Ordinances, and conſequently to juſtify the 
Prelatical practice in this matter. And if we may take information from 
Nehemiah Ch. 8. throughout, and particularly the 8. wer. it will be 


found the Scriptures were read by Men in Office, and the Senſe was given, 
and the People were made to underſtand the reading by the Preiſt or Le- 


vite, which is exactly agrecable to the practice of the Church, and quite 
contrary to that of the Prelatical Miniſters in Scotland, and conſequently our 


make men beleive that the Scriptures are not Read in our Churches at all. As 
for what he ſays concerning Baptiſm and the Neſlmuſter Confeſſion, this | have 
Anſwered already, and it hath been frequently Anſwered tho' cur Plain 
Dealer hath taken no notice of it: Again he pretends that in deliberate dic 
obedience tothe Command of Chrift, the Lords Prayer 15 not uſed, and a; if that 


Fortion of Holy Scripture were to be abtiquated, But to this a ſufficient Anſwer 


way and method in this is inexceptionable, but this Plan Dealer would : 


is given in the Caſe and Poſtſcript thereof, and if he and his Fellows ſhould - 


repeat this arcant Untruth a Thouſand Times, it cannot thereby become a 


Truth, nor yet require any other Anſwer than what has been returned al. 


ready. But then he tells us the Doxolegy is not Sung in our Churches, nay 


the Minifters (whom he in Deriſion calls theſe good Men) uſe neitber to ſing 


nor ſay Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt in expreſs Terms, But this isa 
peice of Plain Dealingzfor all the Hearers will bear record, that every Sermon 


: is concluded with a -Dexology to the Blefled Trinity, and uſually the Prayers 
too. And they mutt have mighty ſqueemiſh Conſcicnees that are neceſſitated 
7 'S | 


to 


| 
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to ſeparat from a Church that ſo frequently uſe the Doxology in proſe, merely 
becauſe Four Lines of Human Compoſare are not Sung in Meeter to that 
| purpoſe. Beſide all this, he pretends the more judicious in the Kingdom, ſee 
thorom the vain pretences for à parity, doubt of the Ordination, and Author sy of the 
MQAiniflers to perform their office. Its eaſy for a Man to aſſert ſuch things, but 
firmly believe, yea and its conſiſtent with my certain knowledge that the 
more and moſt knowing and Judicious in the Kingdom make no doubt of 
the validity of Presbyterian Ordination, and were it not that ſome of them 
4s queſtion the Civil Authority whereby Presbytry is eſtabliſhed, they would 
nave no ſeruple againſt it. And it is owing to Men of our Authors ſtamp and 
S practices that there is any in the Nation, whether more or leſs judicious that 
fcruple Communien with the Eſtabliſhed Church. They ſpeak with ſuch con 
fidence, they make ſuch horrid miſrepreſentations and utter ſuch groſs and 
unaccountable Falſehoods againſt the Government of the Church. And the 
Miniſters thereof that Turls and Pagans would bluſh to hear of them, and 
thus Men are prejudged, and their Party kept up, and ſome are fo inightily 
prejudicated that they look upon Presbyterian Miniſters ro be Monſters, 
and when they fall in company with them, they frankly acknowledge they 
have been baſely abuſed, yea in ſome parts of the North that are now as 
orderly as any in the Nation, I have been told that ſuch was the ſtrange 
account their Prelatical Preachers had given of Presbyterians and Presbyte- 
terian Miniſters that they did truely believe they were not like other Men: 
No not ſo much in Form and Figure, yea according to the dreſs they were 
repreſented in, a Jeſuite, or Popith Preiſt was a Lovely Creature, and of Love- 
ly Principles, in reſpect of a Cammy or Camerenian Miniſter, as they moſt re- 
proachfully termed the Miniſters of the Church. And thus in the beginning 
while the Preiſt was hugg'd and carraſſed, and had all deference aud reſpect 
pay'g him by Young and Old, the Children were taught to hold out the 
Finger, and cry Cammy to Presbyterian Miniſters, and the Common People 
would have gathered together in Companies, and run to their Doors when 
they heard of a Presbyterian Miniſter expecting to ſee ſome ſtrange fight and 
figure, And after all, finding themſelves diſappointed, they began to ſay, we 
are deceived by our Teachers, for Presbyterians are like other Folks, this [ 
ſpeak from my own certain knowledge, and Bleſſed be God, matters are 
far changed, and in thoſe very places Miniſters are much eſteemed for their 
Works ſake, and the People abundantly ſatisfied and join in the Worſhip 
of God, as unanimouſly as in any place in Scotland. And laſt of all he tells 
us that it is oblervable, ſome Presbyterians bave been reordam'd by Biſheps, but 
never any complying Prelatical Mimifler by Presbyterians, And the more unreaſon - 


able, and Fooliſh were the Reordained and Reordainers, and ſure Reordi- a 
nation 
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nation was not lookt upon as neceſſary by Prelats and Prelatical Miniſters in 
the 62,and afterwards, otherwayes they would have Re-ordain'd all that com- 

plyed with Prelacy, which yet they did not, tho? our Plain Dealer ſeems to 
inſinuate this. From all which it may be eaſily ſeen that thoſe of the Prelati- 
cal perſwaſion, both Miniſters and People have not the leaſt ſhadow of 
Reaſon to ſeparate from the Eſtabliſhed Church, and conſequently a To- 
leration is abſolutly unneceſſary, and therefore ought not to be allowed, And 
thus the firſt Argument in the Letter againſt a Toleration ſtandeth firm and 
ſtedſaſt. Nor is it manifeſt by what is above ſzid, that the matters where- 
in the Prelatiſts differ from the Presbyterians are not reckoned indifferent bB) 
them, and conſequently the ſecond Argument ſtandeth good, and the Ap- 
peal is renewed. As for Miniſters being caſt out by the Rabble, who were Legal- 
ly and Eccleſiaſtically ſettled in their Churches as he pretends, this is accounted 
for in the Remarks upon the Caſe, and ſure where Miniſters were thus 
driven away the People were ſo far from reckoning it penal to them, as this 
Plain Dealer doth pretend that they look'd u on it as a Merciful Deliverance, 
To inſinuat that the Communion of Prelatiſts is;better and more ſafe than that 
of the Presbyterians, is moſt unjuſt, but to ſay Prelatiſts have met with ſe- 
vere proceedings from Presbyterians theſe bygone Years upon the account of 
their perſwaſion is a notorious Falſchood. And thus what he hath ſaid againſt 
the Third Argument of the Letter is removed, tho indeed it did not fo 
much as touch the ſtrength of the Argument, no penal Law againſt Diſſenters 
being named by the Plain Dealer. 5 
In the Fourth Argument the Author of the Letter is far from begging 
the cauſe, he only aſſerts what doth neceſſarly follow from what he had 
proven before, but it ſeeins the Plan Dealer was required to conſider every 
paragraph of that Letter, and therefore he was obliged to take notice of this, 
yea he is obliged to his correſpondent that did not require an impoſſibility of 
him. v. to Anſwer every paragraph ot that Letter, as well as conſider it. The 
Author of the Letter expreſly affirms that all the aim of a Toleration is to 
- furniſh a Maintainance to ſome Epiſcopal Minifters, but he will neither tacit - 
ly nor expreſly acknowledge that there are many in the Kingdom willing 
to afford it, yea he certainly knows the contrary, for if they were willing 
what hinders them now to afford them Maintainance. I am unwilling to 
name Places or Perſons, but | do know a certain Shire in Scor:and, where 
there is but one Prelatical Meeting-Houſe, to which the diſaff Qed repair, ; Y 
and yer ſo unwill-ng are they to be at much Expence for the Miniſters Main. 
tainance. that by their withdrawing from their own Paroch Churches, and 1 
giving their Collection at that Mecting-Houſe only, they moſt uncharitably 
Rob the Poor to Maintaia their Preacher, in giving the Collection to him. 
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And thus the Cripple and the Lame, 
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the Aged and Weak muſt be ſqweez- 
ed and have their Bellies pinched to 'maintain Men to Preach to their Hu- 


— 


mours, rather than to their Conſciences, for of all thoſe that frequent that 
Meeting, yea the Preacher himſelf not excepted, there is not any one 
Soul that has the leaſt ſcruple againſt the Worſhip and Service of God, per- 


formed by Presbyterian Miniſters, nor do they in the lea@ quarrel their 
Ordination, for 1 have converſed with them all and know their Senti- 


ments, a few of the meaner People excepred. And I doubt not but this is 
the practice and way of other places: And thus the fourth Argument in the 


Letter ſtands in it's full firength: For it cannot be ſuppoſed, but the 
Wiſdoin of the Nation may fall upon more juſtißable methods, than this 
to ſupply the wants of a few Prelatical Miniſters, and it muſt be reckoned 
highly unreaſonable, for their ſake, to rent and imbrotl the Church by a 
'Toleration. | | 


To the Fifth Argument viz, That it is utterly unneceſſary with reſpect 


to Miniſters to grant a Toleration, there being ſo many indulged, and the 
Terms of Aflumption being ſo eaſy and condeſcending. He pretends that 


becauſe the State hath protected thoſe in their Churches, that owned the 
Civil Authority by that ſame reaſon they are bound to grant a Toleration, 
ta thoſe that refuſe ro own the Civil Authority, and were turned out upon 
that account, and to fertify this he uſeth the Latine phraſe, abs par ratio idem 


 flatuendum ef, and then goes on, if it were not unlawful to continue an 


hundred Epiſcopal Miniſters (who ewned the Civil Government] it is far 
Jeſs ſo to Tolereate their Brethren, who have lived peaceably tkele 14 Years, 
diveſted of their Churches and Benchces, I do not well take up this Ar- 
gument, if he means that it is far leſs unlawful to Tolerate thoſe Prelati- 
cal Miniſters- that are peaceable, to live diveſted of their Churches and Be- 


\ nefices, from which they were laid aſide, either for their Scandals or Er- 


rours, or disaffection to the Civil Eſtabliſhment, Jem of his mind: But if 
he means, that theſe Prelatical Minifters that have been turned out, upon 
the grounds forelaid, ſhould be Tolerate to intrude upon Churches, and 
planted Congregations, to diſtract and to divide the People it is far more un- 
lawful, and he is moſt logical in his Arguing here. The Terms of Com- 
munion required of Prelatical Miniſters, the Reader is deſired to conſider 


as above {ct down, whereby it may be eaſily obſerved, how groſly they 
are miſrepreſented by the Plain-Dealer, It is not too bare-faced for the Au- 


thor of the Leiter to talk of a willingneſs to receive theſe that ſerved un- 


der the late Prelacy, it is a manifeſt Truth, and they have aboundantly 
evidenced it by Word and Deed» As for cruel and unjuſt proceedings 
. 2gainſt many complying Minifters, and proceſſes ſtill extant againſt them, 4 
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I ſuppoſe our Author by this, as well as by other bold ſtrokes, has forfeit. 
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ed the Character of a Plain- Dealer. I am better acquaint than he, and this 


is the very firſt time that ever 1 heard of a procets intented againſt any 
complying and aſſumed Minijicr, and | very much doubt if he can conde- 
ſcend upon any one in particular, it he means thoſe that qualified them- 
ſelves to the State, but were not aſſumed into Miniſterial Communion th 
the Church, then lie is raving; for we are ſpeaking of Aſſumption into 
Miniſterial Communion. I have indeed known ſome Frelatical Minitiers 
Depoſed that had qualit.ed themſelves to the Civil Government, but upon 
the moſt ſolid grounds for Which a Presbyterian Miniſter could nat 
have eſcaped the like cenſure, and 1 have like ways known ſome that were 
not qualified, Depoſed, and the grounds of the Sentence being judgedſlen— 
der, | have known the Semence taken oft again by the Superiour judica— 
tories of the Church, and it any perſon that is received be long of letling, 
is it not becauſe Paroches will not agree to call them? 

Rem. 3 p. 10. The Vlain- Dealer having conſidered the Arguments 
againlt the neceſſity of a Toleration, he comcs to the other clals ct Argu- 
ments whereby the inconvenicuce of it is made evident by the Author ct 


the Letter. 


And to the firſt of theſe our Author alledgeth it cannot be pretended in 
reaſon thai the granting a Tolereton would encreaſe our breaches with all 
their had effects, he pretends that he and Men ot his ſtamp, are of known 


peaceable Principles and Deportment, and | pretend the Contrary is abouti. 


dantly known, they have net lived peaceably ſince the Revolution, and 
how peacable and ealy they were before the Revolution to thoſe that Diſ- 
ſented from them is alſo known: ln a word their Principles and Deport- 
ment are ſo very peaceable, that when they have *he opportunity they are 


ſure to affix Names of Reproach to thoſe that Diſſent from them, and then 


Ruine and Deſtroy them: Yea notwithſtanding of the ſtanding Laws they 
deny the Eſtabliſhed Church to he a Church, they reckon us not enly Schif- 


maticks, but alſo a Society of Heathens and Pagans, among, whom there is 
no Baptiſm, Sacrament, nor Salvatiou to be expected; So that for odious 
Names they tranſcend thoſe that were given us in the worſt of times, and 
theref ir may we expect that upon the ſirſt opportunity their cruelties ſhall 


ey as far excecd thoſe we ſuffered in the late perſecutions. 
u- 


The Au- 
thor of the Letter is no Friend to Mobs, and as we know no party in the 
the Nation Authorized to ſet up Meeting-Houſes in Glaſzow, or in any 
planted Congregation, ſo he perfectly underſtands that the practice of the 


Prelatiſts in Glaſgow was not only contrary to Law, bur that they were the 


m, firſt Aggreſſors, and drew the People upon thein; Yea from an Officer of 
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State that is entirely acquaint Fiche the Queens Mind, eſpecially with 

reſpect to the Letter to the Council, the foretaid Author had aſſurance that, 

that Letter was not intended to countenance any Meeting contrary to Law 

(as that of Glaſgow was) or where they were not in uſe before, and altho? 

Mr. Abercromby would not have us to take the Queen as ſhe ſpeaks, but as 
ſpeaking one thing and intending another, as is evident by his Letter; yet 

we dare not conceive Her Majeſty to be ſo difingenuous, | 

It is certain the very expectation of a Toleration, and hopes of favour 

and connivance has occaſioned the groſſeſt diſorders. How many fine that 
time have intruded upon Churches, a thing nevea allowed in, and is incon- 
 fiftent with any Government, did not ſome diſaffected perſons in Elgm, to- 
gether with a a company gathered out of ſeveral Congregations in the 
Country on the Lords Day, invade one of the Churches in that Town, 
which they {till poflcſs, notwithſtanding that there are two Miniſters Le- 
pally ſettled there upon the moſt unanimous Calls? And ſcvcral ſuch un- 
accountable” dilorders might be mentioned, which Mr. A4bercromby the 
Grand-Secretary of the party did not only adviſe them to do, in his firſt 
Letter, but doth applaud and highly commend thoſe illegal attempts and 
the ſucceſs of them, in his ſecend Letter, which is in the hand of a 
Friend, and may be publiſhed if we be put to do it, The ſtarting aſide 
of the People in ſome places from the I'resbyrerian Preachers, is no evi- 
dence that they joined with them of neceſſity, and nor of choice, for I am 
able to inſtruct, that a few particular perſons of Intereſt and Influence, 
who have no ſcruple of Conſcience, but being encouraged and put in hopes 
of preferment, have uſed their cutmolt endeavours by Threats and Promi- 
ſes to force the People to a ſeparation, and it being knowu how much 
the Country People of the North depend upon their Maſters, and how 
ignorant they are, and unconcerned in matters of Religion, I ſhould not 
think it ſtrange tho by that ſame influence, I ſhould ſee them carried to the 
Maſs in many places, fo that it's plain ſtill, that a Tolcration would be ſo 
far from healing our breaches, that it would cncreaſe them with all their 
bad effects. Eſpecially it it be conſidered, that chere are many of Inte- 
reſt and influence, yea and of the greateſt conſideration that will do their 
outmoſt to oppole the diſaffected in the North, and even in Elgin. And 
thus the ſirſt Argument holding forth the inconv. nieacy of a Toleration 
ſtandeth firm, and ſo doth the ſecond upon the fa ne account. 


ground to repreſent to the Parliament, that wickedneſs did exceedingly 
abound, and to declaim againſt Atrocious Crimes from the pulpit, yet it's 


As to the third Argument every one that looks upon ir cannot but be 
convinced of it's force, and altho the Miniſters have had but too much 
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wanifeſt that the granting of a Toleration would give a latitude to heinous 
© Tranſgrefſours to go on in their wickedneſs, and afford them a colourable 
paretence to evite all Cenſure, and inevitably ruine ail Diſcipline and good 
Order in the Church. It's in vain to pretend, that people are willing to 
ſubmit to Cenſures, experience hath taught us that thoſe who moſt deſerve 
them, are leaſt willing to ſubmir to them, and moſt ready te ſhift them, 
which they are indeed encouraged to do by the Meeting- Houſe- Preachers, 
and a company of outed Curats, who are indecd a Scandal, and would be 
ſo to a Society of Heathens under any form or model of Government, the 
moſt wicked may have all Church Priviledges from them at far eaſier rates 


. _ Calumny, it is a neceſſary Truth, to hold forth the ſtrength of the Argu- 
ment, and it cannot be ſuppoſed, that they will be leſs irregular if they 
had a Legal Standing. And if they put us to it, we can give particular 
inſtances, and. would do it, were it not that we love not to furnith ſport to 
1 the common Enemies of the Proteſtant intereſt. He tells the Epiſcopal Mi- 
3 niſters that poſſeſs their Churches, never yet ſought nor nceded the aſſiſtance 
3 of the Secular Arm to curb the irregularities of their People, which if 
a true (but | muſt in charity doubt of it) they have an excellent People in- 
e deed, there are no notorious Swearers, nor Drunkards, nor Whoremong- 
i. ers, nor Sabbath-breakers & c. in any of their Congregations, that break 
n not off their Sins by Repentance, and their Iniquities by turning unto the 
= Lord. I am ſure | live in a Congregation where the Presbyterian Mini- 
os ſter is neceſſarly and frequently obliged to require the aſſiſtance of the Se- 
1. cular Arm, and yet 1 am contident that thoſe Abominations do not more 
abound in our Paroch, than in theſe where Prelatiſts are Miniſters, nay 
w further | am {>re, that there is no Congregation in the Nation, where 
ot the people gives more full obedience to the Cenſures of the Church or ſub- 
he miſſion to the Seſſion than our Paroch. and yet becauſe their appearances 
FX with reſpe& to ſome, are but mock appearances, and their profeſſions of 
ya Repentance merely feigned, they going on in their fins, I ſay (ſome of 
_ them) the Miviſter and Seſſion find themſelves obliged to addreſs the Ma- 
eir giſtrate as ſaid is, that they may be reſtrained for Fear, who are not for 
nd Conſcience fake: And therefor à greater Acculation can hardly be advan- 
on Ed againſt Prelatical Miniſters poſſeſſing Churches, than our Plam- Dealer 

inadvertantly doth give in againſt them. How loath am I to diſcoyer the 
os wickedneſs of Proteſtant Miniſters, and yet to ſtop the mouths of ſome 1 
ch mult ſay I am forced to give an account of a paſſage that fell cut in the 
Congregation where I live, There was a certain perſon guilty of Fornica- 
tion and acknowledged it, bur would by no means evidence his Repentance 
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and without any penance, than from Popiſh Prieſts and jeſuites, this is no 
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offender in an Ale-houſe of the Town, and after the drinking a Cup of Ale 


* 4 * 
S N 


when they were afraid to do it in Houſes, and {laying them on the ſpot, drag- 
ing others of them to priſon, from whence they were ſent to America, ſome 


this Gentleman would be aſname 


'1 


according to the Rules of the Church, and in a word the Prelatical Minifter 7 
(for then we had the unhappineſs of ſuch an one) had a Meeting with the © 


or Two, and as many Doſes of Brandy, the offender was abſolved without 
any more adoe But I can tell that this was not the Temper of all of them. 

To the Fourth Argument a Toleration would perpetuate the differences 
that are amongſt us, which otherwayes might be obliterated, To this he 


3 


Anſwers, Firſt this Argument ſtrikes againſt Presbyterians formerly as well 


as againſt us now, and yet (ſaith he) they were Tolerated and Indulged. A 
Man that is not acquaint with out Affairs might be tempted to believe that 


in the time of Prelacy Presbyter ians were not in the leaſt moleſted, but allowed 


to Worlhip God in their own way, without any diſturbance, this is Plan 
Dealing indeed, the exorbitant Fines of Gentlemen that fell not within the 
Compals of the Law themſelves merely becauſe their Ladies went tho? 
never ſo privatly to hear, or invited Vresbyterian Miniſters to Preach or Pray 
15 a pregnant proof ot this, the calling in of Souldicrs upon poor Country 
People aud Miniſters Wortbipping God in Caves, Woods, and Mountains, 


8 8 


e 


1 ow 4 r 


. ; . oe g 
4 88 . . 
oo oe TOTO ey. Rt, 2 


of which were put into the hands of ſuch cruel Mariners that in a Shipwrack 
after thoſe of the Ship had eſcaped the poor Priſoners bt ing ſecured and 
deſignedly under the Hatches, periſhed. This is another pregnant proof of 
the Truth, that Presbyterians were kindly Indulged, ſhall we call in the 
Highland -Hoſt, the Graſs-mercat, and the Croſs of Edmburgh, to eſpouſe 2 
and to bear witneſs to this great and inconteſted Truth, ſo Hirth laid down 7* 
by our Pan- Dealer, nay we need not, there is ſomething here plain enough of 
whether our Dealer be ſo, or not (2) He alledgeth no tract of time islike- ©? 
ly to raze out the per ſtraſon of Epiſcopacys that Parents, Maſters, and ſuch as 1 

Educale Jouth will not be wanting to wfiruft and breed up cheir Children, Servants q 
and Pupils in their own Principles and Perſwaſeen, this is indeed a fair Advertiſe- Ae 
ment given to the Church to take notice of theſe that are Inſtructots of wh 
Vouth, and 1 hope they will do it. And | am as confident on the other hand FP? 
there are but few Parents and Maſters of Fa:nilies in Scotland, that are much 1 
concerned to perſwade their Children and Servants of the ueceſſity of Pre. Aa 
lacy, and of ſeparating from the pag Efiablifted Church, and I dare fay Furr 
to produ.e the Lift of them they are {c 7; : 

few. I am afraid he ſhould be tempted to put down one and the ſame per © 
ſon 7 or 8 times under different Deſignations, as his Freinds in Fife were g. ; 
in making up their Addreſs againſt the Government, And yet the numbe . 
ſhould be very inconſiderable. The Conformity of the Weſtern Shires to K: | 
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2 wards the end of King Ch, his Reign is not much to be bragged of, more 
than the kindly Indulgence and Toleration Prelatiſts rouchafed Presbyterians 
xt that time. However all that is ſaid by the 7/am-Dealer ſerves only to 
ſtrengthen the Argument that a Toleration would perpetuate the differences 
that are amongſt us, at leaſt until the Prelatiſts ſhould have a Golden oppor- 
tunity to cxtirpate the Presbyterians, Men of a new ſtart up Opinion as he 
- calls it. OY | 
The fifthArgument for the inconveniency 8s, wiz. If a Toleration be ſtill 
preſſed the Introduction of Prelacy is neceſſarily intended &. To this he 
© Alledges, the inference is Illogical, the product of Jealouſy, and Suſpician, 
and peculiarly the Authors own. Good Sir, In my Opinion he needs not 
be aſhamcd of it, and as for Your Ramble. from England to Holland, and 
from Holland to France its purely excentric, for my part I cannot extract 
one grain of ſenſe out of ir, and the Reaſon offered for the connexion of tlie 
0 Argument in the Letter, viz. That Presbyters muſs be ſubject unto Biſhops ac - 
cording to their Principles, is lo ſtrong that it is yeilded, and makes our 
Plan- Dealer contrary to his uſual practice to ſpeak plain Language indeed. 
dis. Thoſe Tolerated Presbyters are to be ſubject to their ſurviving Score 
' Biſhops, to whom they owe Canonical Obedience, but has he hereby 
1 "ſhaken himſelf looſe of the Argument? no truely. For this would be a ma- 
nifeſt Encroach ment upon the Clam of Right, Tuſh the Clan of Right, our 


| Plan- Dealer will have it as plain as himſelf, and to have as many Faces 
5 and Senſes as he has Intereſts aud Ends. I thought ic had been a litle dange- 
cud tous for Privat Men to interpret common and Ordinary Lawes, I am ſure 


 * perſon of great Honour and Worth found it tobe ſo in time of Prelacy 
Sn concerning the Teff. Ay but our Plain- Dealer ventures on the Clam of Right 
to explain it, and to tell the World that Prelates may Exerciſe their Ofice 
in Scetlend, and that the Claim of Right, and the Laws following thereupon, 
in' deprive them only of their SecularEncouragements, Priviledges and Revenues, 
ile. and becauſe the Author of the Medeſi Reflections took the Liberty to tell 
s ol s, that every Article of the Claim of Kight is not of equal Force or Autho- | 
and tity, and went as well as the Pamphlet, without any Cenſure, this Gentle- 
uch man advanceth his Notion too, and if it ſhall paſs without a Challenge, a 
Pre. Third or Fourth may yet deal alitle more boldly with it. I deſire not the 

{ay hurt of any perſon, but I venture to ſay it is a diſgrace to our Nation, 
re | and a manifeſt Reproach to Authority not to evidence ſo much ſtrength and 
PC" reſolution as to check ſuch inſolent arrogancy as this Plain Dealer, and 


ants 


verc * Fellows are guilty of, and thus you ſee all the Arguments advanced in the 
vo Letter againſt Toleration. ſtand untouched, and with a very litle pains, the 


iſt and Duft, the Author hath raiſed about them on purpcſe to ecclipſe 
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their Light is fully diſpelled, bea dere ioletha have not a mind to be de- 
ceived, let them reconſider the ſaid Letter and compare it, and what is here 
ſaid with the Plain- Dealing. And, I am of Opinion tergiverſation and 
downright Jugling inſtead of Plan- Dealing on the one fide or other ſhall be 
11 eaſily dilcovered. 1 need not defend what the Author of the Letter ſaid in 
1 holding forth the diſcrepancy between the Cale of the Pielatiſts in Set- 
17 land, and that of the Diſſemers in England, that is abundantly done al- 
ready, only in the 14 page, he alledgeth that in the 1ime of Confufion and 
=_ Blood-ſhed, which was truely occaſioned by Prelatiſts and their influence, 
1 Good one of the Miniſters could“ ſay, the Work was going boniy on, I © 
Wt day ro {hell hold this as a Calumny, or rather a piece of this Gentlemans 71 
50, Plat. Dealing, till we receive a more particular account of this, and . 
Bo Zlue- were | enclined, I could tell him of many excellent ſayings of Men 
Beard, of his Kidney, VI! gratify him with one at Fedburgh when the 
$f. che Lords of the Jufticiary came there in their Circuit, the Preliatical 
7 Vor Miniſter exhorted them from the Pulpit to wake their Scarlet Robe yet more 15 
goes Red in the Blood of Phanaticks, and let no Man doubt of the Truth of this 
ben:ly for I ſhall prove it, if put to it, But ] love to reaſon, but not to recriminat, 
i oz, nor ſhall ſay any thing farther with reſpe& to the Indulgence granted by * 
WW Tho: King © harles the 2d. and a Toleration granted by King James the 7b. 
mas For theſe have been abundantly ſpoke to already. But - > 
Siderf Page 15. Our Plan- Dealer be pretends Miniſters are ſelfiſh in oppoling 4 
Son to Tolerauon, and that they ſpeak againſt it, lef thereby they loſe ther Livelyhoods: © 
Wt the B.. Nay truely Miniſters are not fo Ignorant tho' they were as ſelhſh as he pre- 5 
It bop oftends, a 7 oleration Will not diſpoſſeſs Miniſters already Eftablifhed, but they 1 
Ork. oppoſe a Teleration becauſe in their Judgement it would pavethe way to 
ney in Prelacy, and ſo to Popery, and conſequently tendeth to the ruine of the 
Hu Di- Proteſtant Intereſt in this Nation, all circumſtances being conſidered, 1 
unn Which calls aloud for Unity, Concord, and Joint Endeavours, and mu- © W 
Anno tual aſſiſtances of all that are true Proteſtants, and it muſt not be for got pr 
1662. that when King James had framed a deſign of reduceing this poor Land du 
| to the obedience of the Pope of Rome a Toleration was judged a notable ex- . 
edient. 5 1 75 | | -- 
f Page 16. He tells us, Presbyterian Miniſters in K. Ch. the 2d. bis time, ed 
had Indulgence and Toleration upon very ea) Terms without any Oaths, the* thi we 
1 Gentleman inſinuats the quite contrary. Plats Dealing indeed, the Author of An 
—_ . the Letter had ſaid if Presbyterian Miniſters might have had Indulgence, Rel 
1 and Toleration upon their taking the Oath of Alledgance, owning the Ci- NV 
vil Government, and Praying expreſly for the King, there had not been Bri 


any one of them turned out, ſo 5 they from turning themſelves out by 
their own obſtmacy as this Author falſely alledgeth: And yet its well known 
| the Government turned out none of the Prelatical Miniſters, becauſe they 
would not ſubmit to Presbytry, but merely becauſe they would not quality 
1 


- themſelves to the Government by Swearing Alledgance, or becauſe they had 
not prayed for their Majeſſie: X. V. and Q. A. And its certain K. Ch. 
his Indulgence as it was of no long continuance depending merely upon the 
d Kings will. without any Act of Parliament for it, ſo it was of a very nar- 
„ row extent; For befides thoſe few Miniſters that were named and allowed 
I © by the Council, none could have the freedom to Exerciſe their Miniſtry 
s upon any Terms, without ſubmitting to Prelacy. And therefore its ſtrange 
d _ to conlider, that this Plan Dealer ſhould expreſs himſelf in ſuch General 
n Terms, as may induce the Reader to think, Presbyterians enjoyed [adul- 
ie = gence and Tolerarios without any Oaths or Hardſhips, all the days of King 
al Charles the 2d, upon very caſy terms, So that whateyer Title they are 
re pleaſed to affix to their Books, no Plean Dealing, but unaccountable and un- 
is paralleled Jugling with reſpect to Matters of Fact, and loathſome Repe titi- 
t, ons and Teryiverſations in point of Reaſon is to be found in them. Again 
y he will have the Author of the Letter Calumnious and unreaſonable in re- 
ch, preſenting the Hardſhips Presbyterians were put to in being required to re- 
nounce their Solemn Covenants &c. But I hope the World will not ſo judge 
4 And I bid defyance to the Author, or any of his ſtawp, to ſhow that he hath 
s: in the leaſt gone beyond the bounds of Truth and Realon, in what he there 
re · ſets down. Yea, all he wrote is ſo well founded upon the Acts of Parlia- 
ey ment then mace, and the cruel Executions ef them, that the Plan Dealer 
to found the matter fo plain, that all that he could do was to Rail upon the 
he Author by calling him Calumnious and Unreaſonable, only with reſpect to 
ed, Presbyterians their being required to Renounce their Solemn Covenants 
au- © Which was indeed a greivous force upon their Conſciences. The Tlam Dealer 
got propounds ſomeT wo or Three Queſtions, And firſt he asks whether their In- 
ind dulged Miniſters were obliged to this as a condition to their Indulgence, to 
ex- this (which is nothing to the purpole, | Anſwer, they were not, no more 
than thoſe brelatical Miniſters that are under the Civil protection are oblig- 
me, ed to Renounce Epiſcopacy. 2. Did not Presbyterians proveke the Gover x- 
hu went by toeir ſeditrour practice i to force them to ſuch 4 Renounciation? To this I 
ol Anſwer, That the Plain Dealer ſhall never be able to condeſcend upon any 
nce Rebellion, Inſurrection, or Seditious practice in auy that were called Pres- 
Ci. byzerian, before they were exaſperated and perſecuted for adhereing to their 
cen Principles, cleaving to their Miniſters, and becauſe they would not ſubmit 
% Prelacy; And countenance Prelatical Preachers as is manifeſt by the mw 
Y wh D 2 of 


tion it ſelf, Ad 2. Se /. 3 Parl. I. Cha. 2. if they were not required par- 


becauſe of th-t Brother, and it is no leſs ſo to perſecute all Presbyteriaus be · 


refuſe to join in Communion with the Eſtabliſned Church, upon the ac 


\ 
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bol the ſevere Laws made againſt them compared with the times of their Inſur- 

rections, and has not Solomon told us, that Oppreſſion will make 4 Wiſe man © 
mad. 3. He akt how far were they required to renounce theſe Covenant? 
V, il not only in ſo far as they thought thoſe Covenants did inſer an Obligation on 


them to riſe in Arms agamſ the King and Government,and I appeal to the Declara- 


e 


ticularly to affirm and declare that theſe Oaths whereof the one was commonly - 
led the National Covenant, And the other Entituled, A Sotemn League and 


Covenant were and are in themſelves unlawful Oath: &c. And how any Presby- 


terian could in Conſcience ſubmit to this, I can no more tell than how the 
Plam Dealer could in credit ſay, that they were only required to Renounce 
theſe Covenants only in ſo far as they did infer an Obligation on them to 


+ 5 * 
* 


riſe in Arms againſt the King and Government, I muſt tell him Presbyteri- 
aus judged rhe Oath of Supremacy as well as that of the Teſt unlawful, and | 


as for that of the Declarations at Sanchar, Lenerick. Queewsferry were they 


approven by Presbyterians ? no ſurely, and conſequently could only in iu- 
ice militate againſt thoſe that had an hand in them. As for the cutting off 


Souldiers, and Mr. Pearſen Miniſter of Carsfears | juſtify none of theſe things, 
And lam told that to this day, and even after the ſtricteſt enquiry it is 
not known who they were by whom Mr. Pearſon was Murthered, and its 
hard to alledge that all the Evils that befal Prelatical Miniſters were acted 
by Presbyterians, it is well enough known a certain Prelatical Miniſter was 
Robb'd even by a Brother whom he kindly received and entertained in his 
Houſe, and yet it were hard to Execute all Prelatical Miniſters as Thieves 

and Robbers, or reckon them Men of profligate principles and Conſciences 
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Cceuſe of the Miſcarriage of ſome that go under that name, nor is it infallibly | 


ſurc that every Miſchief that hath befallen a Prelatical perſon hath- a Pres- 
byterian for its Author. | | : 

Page 17. The Plain Dealer is very angry with the Gentleman, becauſt _ 
he had faid in bis Letter with what Credit or Conſcience can the Prelatilt _ 


k > a 
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count of Government, the Plan Dealer owns the firſt Argument uſed by th if a 
Author of the Letter, that it was the conſtant and known Doctrine | }; 
Prelatical Miniſters that there ought to be no ſeparation upon account tte 


different Modes and Forms of Government, but alleadgeth it makes nothin ti 


againſt them. Now to Preach in time of Prelacy and to upbraid Presbyte 55 la 
rians and tell them that there ought to be no ſeparation upon the account i b. 


different Forms of Government was it not to tell them and that in the nan he 


of God, and from his word (as they Alledged) that the Communion 


© 


th 


3 n | | 
the Church ſhould not be broken either becauſe of Prelacy or Presbytry, 


and doth not this make againft them, who ſeparate from the Eſtabliſhed 


R 2 
Church upon that account becauſe the Government thereof is Presby terian, 


if this doth not make againſt them, nothing can. And the bold and inco- 
herent diſcourſe that followeth is merely to deceive the Reader and to make 


him forget the Argument but not to furniſk him with the leaſt ſolution to 


W Lv: 


— 
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it, but to pretend that Doctor Smllng fleet did not look upon the Govern. 


ment of the Church to be Ambulatory in his Irenicum is to aſſume a Liberty 
to call Black White, and White Black, a peice of Plain Dealing indeed. I 
© ſhall not now conſider whether the Teſt was a Self contradictory Oath or 
not, let them look to that, that Swore it, but! ſtill aſſert that choſe who 


took that Oath, and can on the Queens Authority and Title, are neceſlar- 


ly bound to ſubmit to Presbytry as now Eſtabliſhed under the pain of Per- 


jury, why do they not in that Oath Swear to own aud maintain the prero- 


gatives of the King. And did not the King claim and the Law aflert it to 
de a prerogative and an inherent Right to the Crown to alter and change 
the External Government of the Church, yea and did not K. Ch the 2d. by 
vertue oſ that prerogative Royal, and inherent Right to the Crown overturn 
pPresbytry and Eſtabliſn Frelacy in the 62, And therefore its plain if the ſame 
King Ch. bad uſed his Royal Prerogative in ordering and diſpoſing the Ex- 
ternal Government of the Church, and in turning it from Prelacy to Pres- 
bytry, thoſe that took the Teſt would have been neceſſarly obliged to lub- 
mit to the alteration under the pain of Perjury, and whatever that King 
might have done, any of his Succeſſors may do, and the obligation of 
Oaths is perpetual, when they are not to a limited time as the Teſt was 


2 


* Not, and therefor the Charge and Argument is incontrovertible. 


Rem. p. 18. He pretends the Author of the Letter proceeds 4 Rati- 


ene ad Rixas, railing and charging us «ll «s Enemies to the Civil Government, 
and adds, but wherein doth: this appear, have we been leading out multunder o 
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Armed Men to the Fields CG. To this 1 Anſwer, that the Author of 
the Letter is not ſo very injurious to the Plain- Dealer, and Men of his diſ. 
poſition, as to fall a railing againſt them, for that would have been to de- 


prive them of the only Argument they have againſt us, but more particu- 
© larly, may not a Man charge ſome of the Epiſcopal perſwaſien as Enemies 
to the Civil Government, without railing. Did they not lead out multi- 

© tudes of Armed Men to the Fields or Mountains, under the Conduct of the 


late Lord Dundee and others? Blowing the Trumpet of Seditiou and Re- 


at ©, bellion, emitting Declarations, aſſerting the nullity of their Titles, yea 


» 0 


2 


amn how many have 4 ſpoke with who would not fo much as in their ordwary 


2 diſcourſe Vouchtafe the Name of Kirg and Queen to our late Gracious So- 


ver- 


32 5 


pretend to pay to Her preſent Majeſty, Her Title and Right being the 
ſame, that their's was; it's not to be doubted but. they have the ſame 
thoughts of it. And were this Land ſo unhappy as to have a Competitor 
for the Crown in it's boſome, or a Man of Reputation and Conduct to 
appear for him in Fields or Mountains, a probability of the Succeis would 
lead them out to give the ſame evidences of Loyalty to Qseen Ann, they 
gave to K. V. and Q. AA. Our Author goes on in his Expoſtulations, 


them, and in conſequence to this, cu ofStheſe they could come at. He Antweis, Nez 
but I Anſwer, Yes they did, as is evident by what is ſaid above. Again 
Did they, viz; Men of his perſwaſion Diſcharge the payment of Taxes, yes 
they did, Nay did they not fall in upon the Collectors of a certain Shire, and 
carryed off the Ceſs of that Shire to ſupport an Army againſt the Govern- 
ment, and were not tke Commiſſioners for Supply for that Shire made 
eountable for that Ceſs? And was it not ſuſpected that this pregnant in- 
ſtance of Loyalty and Peaceableneſs was given with the connivance, if not 
the aſſiſtance of Men too much addicted to a jacobne-Intereti in that 
| Shire? This Plain-Dealer doth not refuſe but Miniſters of his periwaſion 
do pray is their Familie for the King, Queen Douager, and the Generows | rice 
- that meniains them, Nay he doth not ſo much as declare that he was never 


Gentleman in his Letter, having ſaid that in their Mceting-Houſes, they 
Pray for the King, Queen Dowager, and the Gracious Prince that main- 
tains them, this Loyal Pleam-Dedler is ſo far from refuſing the charge fim- 
. pliciter, that his Anſwer is in theſe words, bus that we pray thus Explicitely 

in Meermg- Houſes, thu eAuther wil never be able to make good, I ſhall make 
no comment upon this, for | ſuppoſe our Plum Dealer ſpeaks pretty plainly, 
and Loyally too. And it's as plain that the charge againſt him was not 
ſo very calumnious as he alledgeth, and ſo long as he doth not refuſe that 
be and his Fellows do Pray Impircuely for K. J. the Seb. Cc. I think we 
need not be much concerned to prove that they do ir Explicitely, tho! it 
were never ſo eaſy, and as for ing Kniebis of the Poft as our Author ſpeaks, 
he. well knows that thoſe cannot be lent to us, their aſſiſtance is neceſſary 
aud found expedient to prove ſnamm- plots againſt Presbytorians, 


veraigns, and whatever Jeeming reſpect this Plain-Dealer and his Fellows 


ard they forlooth wage War again King or Queen, and all that ſerve under 
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juſt, and his reaſonings are exact, for to call that an Apoſtolick Conſtitu- 
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1 am not much concerned with what is ſaid 5. 21. concerning the Ad- 
drefſers and Addreſs to the Queen, I refer the Reader to the Gentlemans 
Letter for ſatisfaction, only in the 22. P. He pretends the Gentleman in 
his Letter doth ſtretch things too far, and the ſumm of all the Plan- Dealer 
there ſays, amounts to this, That tho' the States declared Prelacy to be an 
inſupportable Grievance to the Nation, yet they wiz. the Prelatiſts in call. 
ing Prelatical Government Apoſtolical in their Addreſs, do not Arraigu the 
Claim of Right, nor yet declare that which is the Queens Title to the 
Crown Unchriſtien, However it is plain the Author of the Letter was 


tion, which the Eltates declared an infupportable Grievance to the Nation, 
is certainly to Arraign the Eſtates and the Claim ef Right, and to condemn 
their Declaration which is the Queen's Title to the Crown as Unchriſtian, 
for it muſt be owned, that nothing can be more Unchriſtian and irreligi- 
- ous than to declare an AzoRolick Conflitutton an Inſupportable Griewance : And 
as for his attempt to explain the Claim of Kught, he hath only thereby ex- 
| paſed his weakneſs, and rendered himſelf obnoxious ro Cenſure and pu- 
niſhment. = . „ 
Rem. + P. 13. He joins with others in loading the Nation, as having 
'- acceſſion to the Murther of K. Che. 10. and it's plain thoſe deeds which 
he reckons acceſlory, were National Deeds, and therefor he but jugles in 
- attributing them to a certain Farty, but all theſe Tranſactions are let in 
their due light, and the Nation is acquitted of that horrid Crime even by 
Strangers, who have no great inclination to {peak very favourably of this 
Nation in their Writings, but for direction and ſatisſaction, I refer the 
Reader to the Gcntlemans Letter. However before I leave this point, I 
muſt take notice that this Plam- Dealer hath done the Presbyterians Juſtice, 
tho' he intended it not, for (fayeth he) /t only then 4 Party in the Nation 
whom they am at who being acceſſory to the taking away of the Life of the 
4 King, never yet repented of, nor condemned that horrid, that bold, and i: ſolent 
Sn. Now tho? we will not own, and itfcan never be proven that Presby- 
þ terians, far leſs that Presbyterian Miniſters were acceſſory to the taking 
# of the Kings Life, yet ic is manifeſt that they did cond hat hox= *3 
away 0 8 ne, * . l 5 oO on emn the r 
rid, that bold, and inloJent Sin, as is ſufficiently evidenced by the Publick 
Records of the Church, as well as by many other Deeds, and Actions, 
and therefor if we may take this Man's word for it, the Presbyterians are 
not the Party in the Nation aimed at here by the Plam-Dealer and his 
1 Fellows. | 


; * , N 


As for the Gracious and repeated Aſſurances the Queens Majefty hath 
vouchkſaſed us, the Author of the Letter improves them to very good pur- 
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poſe, and he is far 
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far from prefering his humor to the ſutitfadtlon of the 
Queen, were it not a matter of Conſcience, and that he judgeth it will be 


a very great ſatisfaction to the Queen, to be always found a ſtrict and Re- 


ligious obſer ver of her Word, and that they do her Majeſty a great diſho- 
nour that take upon them to aſſert, ſhe is inclined to make any alteration 
in the preſent Eſtabliſhment, which tendeth only to creat jealouſies in the 


Hearts of her beſt Subjects, (where I heartily with ſhe may Kill have a 


x 


great intereſt) he had not ſo ſpoke. 

This Plan- Dealer has a mighty inclination to commend himſelf and thoſe 
of his Perſwaſion, for their peacetble Deportment and inoffenſive Carriage. 
It ſeems his Trumpeter is dead, and they are forced to ſound their own 
Praiſe, but the worſt of it is, that it turns to their ſhame, obey never pre- 


voled the Government to deal ſeverely with them, not they forſooth! And 


why, becauſe the Government would not be provoked by them, nor could 


our Rulers be chaffed out of their mild temper by their inſolent, and ob- 


ſtinate Behaviour. Why did not our Prelatiſts Miniſters and People con- 
temn and profane Faſt-Days, and T hanks-giving-Days, appointed by Au- 
thority! Did not the generality of them belch out Treaſon with every 


breath in their ordinary Diſcourſe! And in their whole Deportment evi- 4 
| dence the higheſt contempt! But our wile and mild Governours judged 


Forbearance the melt effectual mean to preſerve the Peace: So that in this 


Senſe they had ſuch a Tolerauon as never any ſet of Men enjoyed, at any 4 
time, ander any Government. And it is no Argument that they are not evil © 


doers, but peateable and quiet, as he pretends p. 17. becauſe they did not ſufter 
as ſuch. It's certain this is owing merely to the mildneſs and prudence of the 
Rulers. It is no Argument that ſuch a Man was no Traitor, becauſe not 


Execute for Treaſon, : 


Rem. P. 24. This Plain-Dealer Alledgeth the Gentleman, Letter con- 


cludeth with frightful preditions and paſſionate chteitetions, to induce the High 
Court of Parliament to oppoſe and re fuſe a Toleration, and then he pretends that th 
all this is founded upon the Gentlemans wagmary ſuppoſition that it will inevi- Ct 
| fably introduce Epiſcopacy. To which I Anſwer, The Plain-Dealer takes an bc. 
eaſy way to Anſwer Arguments, it is eaſy to call a ſuppoſition imaginary, fii 
but to alledge that the Author of the Letter knows very well that there is C 
no neceſſary connexion between the Tolerating of Prelatical Presbyters « 
and the Exerciſe of Prelatical Government is ſomewhat ſurpriſing, for all 


Men of Senſe and Reflexion, muſt ſee a neceſſary connexion between theſe 
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two according to their Principles, for there can be no Governmentnor order und 
among them without Prelats. This Plam- Dealer necds not tell thoſe that pro 


plead againft a Toleration that the introduction of Prelacy is not intended x 


uly 


” forthey will not beleive him, nor will be telt it to thoſe that plead ſor a 
* Toleration, for that would be contrary to what they have concerted, and 
make them ſlacken their diligence, ſo that I'm very ſure, that if he ſhowſd 
never fo plainly tell us, that the ſuppoſition that Toleration is craved ay a 
preludium to Prelacy is but endgmery, he will not find any thinking Per- 
ſon in the Nation to beleive him. It is caſy to aſſert, That n me of Pre- 
lacy the Government never flretched our its band agaimit Prejbjterians, until ft 
they liſted up the heel againft 1. For it is certain the Government (treiched 
out a very cruel hand againſt Presbyterians, who lifted up the heel no other 
ways againſt it, than by Preaching or Praying, and that but privately; And 
if this be a lifting up of the heel againſt the Government and a provoca- 
tion to it to deal ſeverely with People, our Author is plainly ſhameleſs in 
ſaying as above, that he and his Fellows never provoked the Govern- 
ment to deal ſeverely with them. Our Author tells us the tender hearted 
Prelatical Clergy never excited the Rulers again Peesbyteriant. but often re- 
® ſeued them from their deſerved pumſhments. He may as well aflert, That the 
- _ Jeſuitsor Prieſts did not excite the Papiſts in /re/and to Maſſacre the Pro- 
teſtants, but did reſcue them from that deſerved puniſhment, and then 
— complain they were unworthily requited for their kindneſs by the the Pro- 
d teſtants, tho? in this | do not charge all the Prelatiſts. He pretends Tole- 
is ration is oppoled out of hatred | resbyterians cauflely bear to Men of his 
Principles, and 1 do declare | bear no hatred to them, I love them and 
ul book upon them as Chriſtians, and am diſpoſed to perform all Chriſtian 
er Duties towards them, I am fo far from venting Calumnies againſt them, 
he that | am truely ſorry, many times to find my ſelf forced by their bold Aſ- 
ot ſertions to tell neceſſary Truths in our own Defence, becauſe they reflect 
upon them, and-turniſh ſport to the Common Adverſary; and they ſhould 
on- have mer with no oppoſition from me, were it not that the granting of a 
gb Toleration would prove an unneceilary Rending and Tearing the Church, 
that is but too much torn and rent in this Land already, and that every 
- Chriſtian is bound to maintain Unity and Concord, for tho? a mutual For- 
bcarance and Toleration in leſſer Points, ought to be Exerciſed among Chri- 
Rians (till holding the ſame Communion, yet to ſeparate and to break off 
Communion upon that head, cannot be allowed, if the Word of God be 
ers duely regarded. 45 . 
all And lift of all this Plain- Dealer will aſſert, That thoſe who plead 
eſe againſt a Toleration behave inſolently towards their Superiours, and that 
ex under the Perſon of Efther they threaten the Queen as Merdetai did her. 
at proteſs ingenuouſly if this be not a Calumny lam far miſtaken, and I ve- 


ed mly doubt if this Plan- Dealer can inſtance any one, I am ſure 1 never read 
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it, 1 never heard it, and therefor [ can 
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neve t, I dare not beleive it: And if 
any one has (aid that Presbyterian Miniſters will not be blown out of their 
. Phlpirs a ſecond time, with the breath of a Froclamation, for (I remember 
ſome ſuch expreſſion I have read) -the* I do not juſtify it, yet the meaning 
of it may be plainly thus; that in that particular Maus opinion Presbyte- 
rian Miniſters ſhould: not {lip from their Poſſeſſions ſo eaſily, till further 
Diligence be done. againſt them, 'I have. known' Men charged for leaying 
their Poſſeſſions upon a ſimple Decreet before the Lords, ſuch as Faftors 
and Tackſ-men, and that by the La they may continue their Paſſeſſion un. 
til they be actually egected, without diſregard | to Authority.  How- 
ever it ill becomes the Plan- Dealer and Men of his kidney, to reproach us 
with this, or to pretend Men of bis Perſwaſſon both Clergy and Laity wal 
quietly ſubmit 4s well becometh Adiniflers of the Geſpel of Peace, and the Faubful 
Diſciples of the, Mrek and Holy feſu. While in the mean time they intrude 
upon Churches, and planted Congregations in open contempt of all Autho- 
rity Eccleſiaſtick or Civil, and that in ſeveral places: And contrary to 
Particular Sentences Denounced and Executed againſt them, yea the Au- 
thoricy of the Parliament is no more regarded by ſome of them, than it 
Parliamentary Sentences, as well as Acts againſt particular Perſons: ſerved 
for no other end but to be trampled upon, ſo that, in this; as well as in 
Other things our Author Anſwers the Character of a plain - Dealer to a 
wonder. | am, very weary in Conſidering and Expoſingithe falſe Reaſon- 
ings, and fad miſrepreſentations which I meet with in the Writings of theſe 
that are for a Toleration, and therefor am reſolved to trouble my ſelf no 
more. Only 1 heartily, wiſh that every one would feriouſly conſider, and 


make Conſcieuce of that great Precept, which God Wrote with His own 
Finger, I hon ſpalt not bear falſe N uneſt gains thy Nerghbour,; Nor bought it 
to be forgot, that it is the Character of a Child of God, he rakerh net up 


41 ul] report againſt his Neighibour, as well as the diſpoſition of the wicked to 
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